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"In 1945 the war ended. The Germans surrendered, and the ghetto was liberated. Out of over a

quarter of a million people, about 800 walked out of the ghetto. Of those who survived, only twelve

were children. I was one of the twelve." For more than fifty years after the war, Syvia, like many

Holocaust survivors, did not talk about her experiences in the Lodz ghetto in Poland. She buried her

past in order to move forward. But finally she decided it was time to share her story, and so she told

it to her niece, who has re-told it here using free verse inspired by her aunt. This is the true story of

Syvia Perlmutterâ€”a story of courage, heartbreak, and finally survival despite the terrible

circumstances in which she grew up. A timeline, historical notes, and an author's note are included.
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I will admit to you right here and now that there is a kind of children's book I tend to avoid, if I can.

The Holocaust children's book. I've read plenty of Uri Orlev in my time and I know my Anne Frank,

but that doesn't mean I look forward to reading this kind of literature. So when the buzz began

ah-hummin' around, "Yellow Star", I wasn't exactly primed to listen. First one librarian began to sing

its praises. Then another. Then a whole chorus of on-pitch clever librarians in syncopated rhythm. I

couldn't help but hear what they had to say. Apparently the book was so good that it sucked away

about 20 minutes of discussion during a committee meeting in which we had seventy-some other



books to talk about. Under such praise I had no choice but to locate myself a copy and read it

myself. Normally when a book garners buzz of this nature, it has a very hard time living up to it.

Jennifer Roy, however, should fear no such feeling. Her book has all the reality, depth, intelligence,

and sheer compelling narrative to grab the attention of any child who is required or enticed to read

this tale. Worth the hype, to say the least.This is a true story. It was repeated to author Jennifer Roy

by her aunt Sylvia, born Syvia Perlmutter. In 1945 the Lodz ghetto in Poland was liberated from the

Germans. "Out of more than a quarter of a million people, only about 800 walked out of the ghetto.

Of those who survived, only twelve were children. I was one of the twelve". Told in verse, the book

charts Syvia's life between the ages of four and a half to ten. During that time we see the world

through Syvia's eyes. Her family was, like most Jews, rounded up and put into the Lodz ghetto.
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